PUR Workgroup

Steering Committee Meeting

October 2, 2003

UC Davis

Present  Lynn Epstein, Minghua Zhang, Joe Browde, Larry Wilhoit, John Steggall, Joyce Strand

Meeting attendance.  The group discussed who had attended (DPR staff, water quality and air quality scientists, professors, Cooperative Extension advisors, students), and who was missing (growers). Group agreed that in general the meetings weren’t geared toward growers, but Joe suggested that we could do a synopsis of the kinds of uses presented here and take that to more general grower workshops.  The wide range of attendees is generally seen as positive but we need to encourage more ANR faculty participation.

The question was raised as to whether Air Resources Board, State Water Resources Control Board, Department of Water Resources, or Department of Health Services, as users of the data, could put any pressure on DPR for improving the data.  Could we work with the agricultural commissioners association, since the data are gathered at county level by ag commissioners?  No specific action was proposed.

Developing concrete information for users.  We agreed that we’d begin developing a detailed explanation of the data and set of tools for working with the data, to be posted on the Web site.


Actions: 

· Joyce will start with an annotated variables definition list and Larry will assist. By mid-December, a draft will be distributed to steering committee for review.

· Larry will review some previously developed drafts related to the top issues related to PUR quality. By mid-December, a draft will be distributed to steering committee for review.

Next meeting.  The group greed that next meeting would be held around April.  The meeting will have more applications presentations like today’s and a how-to workshop.

Possible presenters:

Environmental Health Tracking System—Paul English? What are interests in common with PUR?

Where can folks get access to databases that can be used to enhance or extend PUR?

Carolyn Pickel

Larry Wilhoit

Urban uses?

USGS, Sac State 

status of Web-based data entry, whether by DPR or ag commissioners (Larry will follow up)

Update on winter OPs? Kelly Moran?

Stormwater Task Force?  Kelly Moran

Publick health:  Maneb and Parkinson’s study, Beate Ritz (Larry will follow up)


Actions: 

· Minghua will lead development of workshop on how-to, related to background on data themselves.  Mark Angelo and Tom Trout will be asked to work with her.  By mid-December she will report ideas to steering committee for review.

· Minghua will lead development of the agenda.

· Joyce will identify possible dates, checking for conflicting meetings, identify a room, and report back by November 1.

